Briefing: militarisation, conflict and injustice in Maybrat Regency,
West Papua
Located right in the heart of the Bird’s Head Peninsula at the Northwest corner of West
Papua (see Figure 1 below), Maybrat has often been hidden from the world’s view, due to its
remoteness and lack of coverage. As one of the regencies that sprang up in the process of
forming new administrative subdivisions (pemekaran) in 2009, Maybrat is part of the wider
province of West Papua.

Figure 1: Map of West Papua Province. Maybrat Regency is the landlocked green region
near the centre. (Source: Monitor Keadilan)
Below are some basic statistics:
●
●
●
●
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Area: 5,461.69 km²
Population: 40,649
98.65% Christian
Third lowest HDI score in West Papua Province1

As of 2020, according to West Papuan Provincial Government’s Statisticshttps://papuabarat.bps.go.id/indicator/26/93/1/-metode-baru-indeks-pembangunan-manusia-menurutkabupaten-kota.html

Following a period of military expansion in the region, Maybrat has been the scene of
violence between the military and West Papua’s pro-independence armed group, TPNPB
(Tentara Pembebasan Nasional Papua Barat, the National Liberation Army of West Papua).
This briefing shows drivers of recent conflict in Maybrat, especially militarisation and natural
resource contestation. This has led to increasing tensions in two districts of Maybrat
especially, an attack allegedly carried out by TPNPB on military posts, and the persecution
of people accused of involvement in the attack, including children. They have been subject
to rendition, trial and imprisonment in another area of Indonesia. Human Rights Defenders
(HRDs) who have been involved in defending the six defendants have also had injustices
meted out to them. The situation in Maybrat brings the province closer to what has been
seen throughout the rest of West Papua in recent years. This briefing will hone in on the
situation in West Papua province in recent years, looking at the nature of and reason for the
uptick in incidents.

Maybrat Heating Up
Until last year, Maybrat was a relatively quiet area when it came to the conflict, often more
focussed in the region closer to the border with Papua New Guinea. In fact, there had been
no reported cases in the Province of West Papua for the past five years.2 The current rate
has been concomitant with the increase in armed incidents across West Papua as a whole,
which saw an increase of 87.75% in 2021 from what was seen in 2020.3
However, the Regency as a whole had already seen several protests at the lack of
infrastructure and development facilitated by the government, focussed on particularly
improving road and healthcare infrastructure.4 These demands have been combined with
protests against new military posts being constructed in the districts of South & East Aifat, as
well as government-sponsored transmigration into the area. Indeed, in the last few years, the
security forces have carried out sweeps or armed raids of villages and the surrounding
countryside, conducting arbitrary arrests, which has raised the temperature in West Papua
province and Maybrat Regency.5
The military has been given a mandate to assist with development efforts since Presidential
Instruction 29 in 2020.6 Along with influencing development activities, the new military posts
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in South and East Aifat were created after a new District Command (KODIM) was
established specifically for Maybrat Regency in March 2021.7 The effect of new KODIM can
be seen in neighbouring Tambrauw Regency,8 where Indigenous people were pressured to
release communal land to the military, reportedly under intimidation (though denied by the
military),9 causing many protests.10 This has also occurred in protests against new military
bases in southeast Aifat. 11
With a new KODIM and more posts, military action within Maybrat has become more intense
and is creating more victims. On 25 October 2021 in Fuok Village, the military swept the
area, shooting Manfred Tamunete. The authorities have not provided updates on Tamunete
on his condition or his current whereabouts, and he has not yet returned home.12
This creation of a new KODIM would not have been possible without new districts being
created, including the creation of Maybrat Regency in 2009.13 As well as districts, Jakarta is
also planning to further subdivide West Papua’s two provinces into a total of six new
provinces: Maybrat would be in a new ‘Northwest Papua (Papua Barat Daya) Province’.14 A
new province would leave the door open for the military to create a regional command
(KODAM), with more permanent troops being based in the vicinity of Maybrat, more tensions
and further conflict.
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The Fight for Land
The perceived abundance of land in Maybrat has made it a target for companies wanting to
develop palm oil plantations. Local government has also targeted land for development.15 In
2016, the indigenous community in Maybrat protested against the planned expansion of a
palm oil plantation by 40,000 hectares, doubting PT ANJ’s commitment to improve the local
community and seeing a poor rate of compensation given to other communities for their
land. Violence has often accompanied their arrival.16 These methods contradict the 2001
Special Autonomy Law, which requires a broad-based local consultation before any
agreement can be made.17
Yet there has also been success in resisting the actions of these large companies. In
neighbouring South Sorong Regency, the Regent cancelled permission given to two
companies, PT Anugerah Sakti Internusa (PT ASI) and PT Persada Utama Agromulia
(PUA), for plantation concessions totalling 62,000 hectares. Both companies appealed
against the decision on 29 December 2021, but local residents are campaigning to uphold its
cancellation.18

Targeted Arrests & Mistreatment
Three members of the National Committee for West Papua (KNPB) in Maybrat were arrested
in sweeps between 15-23 April 2020, 19 which led to internal displacement of villagers,
physical intimidation and the reported death of Joni Aimau. 20 They were found with a
machete, bow and arrows and an air rifle.21 It was suspected that their membership of the
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KNPB was one of the reasons they were arrested22 and they were initially blocked from
communicating with their lawyers,23 before being charged with criminal conspiracy and
treason. They were eventually acquitted in February 2021, due to a lack of evidence.24
While that story ended with acquittal, the arrest, trial and sentencing of Adam Sorry was
carried out with many irregularities. Adam was the Chairman of the KNPB Branch in
Maybrat, and was ill-treated while under arrest.25 He was charged with ‘collective violence’
and homicide26 and was sentenced to six years’ imprisonment, despite the trial not seeing
fingerprint evidence, which had been found on the murder weapon, and the judge
immediately announcing the verdict after the plea, indicating that it was not taken into
account.27
Incident at Kisor
While there had been an ambush on 10 April 2021 on several police cars, 28 an attack on a
military post in Kisor, South Aifat District, on 2 September 2021, allegedly carried out by
TPNPB, was the first in years that led to fatalities.29 Mikael Yaam was arrested in this
encounter30. The military then conducted raids across Maybrat, with between 100-150
soldiers deployed in an attempt to catch the perpetrators.31 At least 3,121 people from 50
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villages were forced to flee the area,32 which led to the death of a six-year-old girl from lack
of medical treatment.33 Certain villagers were barred from returning, as there are six
companies that acquired concessions for 573,824.96 hectares of land in Maybrat. PT
Bangun Kayu Irian (BKI) and PT Mitra Pembangunan Global (MPG) are logging companies
and the security forces reportedly built posts and are suspected of placing restrictions on
civilians from returning to their villages located nearby.34 In the raids, several people were
arrested. Five of the six are Amos Ky, Agustinus Yaam, RY, MS, YW. Along with Maikel, they
were initially held in detention in Sorong, becoming the "Sorong 6". The remaining one was
LK, the minor who was charged and convicted separately.
The Sorong Six were transferred secretively from Sorong to Makassar without informing
members of the family or their lawyers at LBH Kaki Abu; they were accused of attacking the
military post at Kisor.35
LK was only 14 years old when arrested. While not one of the six transferred to Makassar,
he has been interrogated, mistreated and tortured whilst in detention, and was sentenced on
3 December 2021 to eight years in prison, despite numerous procedural irregularities. For
example, Leo Idjie, legal advisor to LK, has stated that “the testimony of numerous
witnesses presented to the court were not taken into account”.36

The Case of Leo Idjie
Leo is a lawyer and a Human Rights Defender (HRD), who works with LBH Kaki Abu (Kaki
Abu Legal Aid Institute) in Sorong and has been involved in the defence of the two previous
cases. The secretive nature of transfer to Makassar, ostensibly for the suspects’ safety, has
hampered their right to receive a fair trial and legal assistance. Leo seeks to expose and
fight for those who were facing irregularities in the justice system in West Papua.
The rendition of suspects and procedural irregularities during their detention and trial led to
Leo and his colleagues speaking out in front of the Sorong State Court office on 3 January
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2022.37 An edited TikTok video of Leo’s address was heavily edited, framing Leo as insulting
religion.

On 6 January 2022, Sorong City Police called Leo to the police station to provide a
“clarification” for the alleged blasphemy and “stirring up religious and racial hatred”. On 12
January 2022, the Police began an investigation into these alleged offences. The police also
began an investigation into the admin of the LBH Kaki Abu Facebook page and seized their
mobile phone.
Leo is accused of violating Section 28, Article 2 of the Information & Electronic Transactions
Law, Section 45, Article 2 of the same law, and Section 156 and 156a of the Criminal Code.
The maximum sentence is six years in prison and a fine of one billion rupiah.
This example of criminalisation of an HRD in West Papua has been part of a growing trend.
We hope it will be resolved soon, in order that Leo may continue to give appropriate legal aid
to the people who are being accused of involvement in the Kisor case.
Conclusion
The trial and imprisonment of six suspects accused of involvement in the Kisor attacks of
September 2021, saw defendants whisked away to Sulawesi, where providing them with
legal representation became more difficult. But a fair trial was already in doubt: the accused
were subjected to beatings and torture, the trial was riddled with irregularities, defendants’
lawyers were criminalised, and minors criminalised. This can be seen also in the LK trial, as
they were, shockingly, a child aged 14 years old that was put on trial, tortured, found guilty
and sentenced to a prison term.
The events that led to the attack followed a period when palm oil companies moved into the
area to establish plantations, against local opposition. Indigenous West Papuans have also
protested against increasing numbers of military posts and poor local services, with the
military establishing new bases in Maybrat and neighbouring regencies. These new bases
have seen Indigenous land taken over, reportedly using intimidation. Attention must be given
to address underlying causes of increased tensions: militarisation, on the pretext of
countering insurgents, and Jakarta allowing the military to participate in development plans.
Without attention, further tensions and conflict and the persecution of people accused of
involvement in conflict but denied basic rights to proper legal representation, fair trial and
free expression, are likely to continue.
(17 February 2022)
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